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Pflugfelder

The Given/New Method

A helpful way of improving the style of paragraph is to use the given/new method. The given/new method ensures that something "given" (known) appears in the first part of the sentence, usually taken from the previous sentence. "New" information appears in the comment part of the sentence. 

Not long ago, an art gallery exhibited the mysterious paintings of Irwin Fleminger, a modernist whose vast Mars-like landscapes contain cryptic human artifacts. One of these paintings attracted the attention of some young school children who happened to be walking by. At first, the children laughed, pointing out some of the strange artifacts in the painting. Soon, though, the strange artifacts in the painting drew the students into a critical awareness of the painting, and they began to ask their bewildered teacher what the artifacts meant. Mysterious and beautiful, Fleminger’s art has this effect on many people, not just school children. 

Weave paragraphs together by starting out each sentence with something “given” and ending with something “new.”

Transitions and Transitional Phrases:
Transitions and transitional phrases can also create this given/new effect. 

Multimedia elements are typically sewn together into a "project" with authoring tools. These tools are designed to help users manage individual multimedia elements and interact with the software program. Authoring tools also offer facilities for editing text and images. They have extensions to drive other media, such as videodisk players, videotape players, and other relevant hardware peripherals. Editing tools dedicated to these audio-video media can create sounds and movies, importing these elements into the authoring system for playback. The end result of these authoring tools is what is called the "human interface." 

Multimedia elements are typically sewn together into a "project" with authoring tools. For the most part, these tools are designed to help users manage individual multimedia elements and interact with the software program. As the users manage and interact with their projects, other authoring tools offer facilities for editing text and images. Users can also take advantage of other extensions to drive other media, such as videodisk players, videotape players, and other relevant hardware peripherals. For instance, editing tools dedicated to these audio-video media can create sounds and movies, importing these elements into the authoring system for playback. The end result of these authoring tools is what is called the "human interface." 

Transitions

Result: therefore, as a result, consequently, thus, hence

Example: for example, for instance, specifically, as an illustration

Comparison: similarly, likewise

Contrast: but, yet, still, however, nevertheless, on the other hand

Addition: moreover, furthermore, also, too, besides, in addition

Time: now, later, meanwhile, since then, after that, before that time

Sequence: first, second, third, then, next, finally, lastly

Given/New Problems:









Over the last several years, much doubt has been raised as to the future of the US space program. The space program received a major setback on January 28, 1986, when the space shuttle Challenger exploded. The explosion of Challenger was more than simply the tragic death of seven brave Americans, it represented the death of a dream. This dream of the conquering of space is crucial to our continued growth as a nation. Our nation needs space exploration and development in order to maintain the worldwide balance of power, to provide new sources of raw materials, and also to establish a new frontier, against which another generation of Americans may be able to grow and rediscover the values that made our country great. This greatness has been diminishing of late, and today’s space program is now a prime target of both governmental and non-governmental critics. These critics argue that we must radically cut back on, if not eliminate entirely, our space program, because it has allowed itself to be dominated by the Defense Department (DOD) and has been unable to define a specific set of goals necessary for future progress. Progress must be made by designing new projects like the space plane and re-organizing NASA into a Cabinet-level agency. This agency would be the sole directional institution for space-related activities within the country. Our country’s future is, despite the complaints of critics, inexorably linked to the future of the space program. Our space program must go forward. 

