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Pflugfelder

The Paramedic Method 

1. Circle the prepositions (of, in, about, for, onto, into) 

2. Put a box around the “is” verb forms

3. Ask, “Where’s the action?” and use an arrow to point to it. 

4. Change the “action” into a simple verb.

5. Move the doer into the subject slot (Who’s kicking whom)

6. Eliminate any unnecessary slow wind-ups.

7. Eliminate any redundancies.

8. Rewrite the sentence, putting the doer in the subject slot and the action in the verb slot.

One element that I wish to express is that in this paragraph is a demonstration of the use of good style in the writing of a report for an audience of your superiors. 

Let’s go through this example:
The purpose of this project is that in developing the capabilities of institutions of higher learning and community agencies, our organization is involving itself in local development so that, when available, we will be involved in generalizing the resources from a number of institutions by providing communication and educational needs of a given community. 

Paramedic Method:

1. The point I wish to make is that the employees working at this company are in need of a much better manager of their money. 

2. It is widely known that the engineers at Sandia Labs have become active participants in the Search and Rescue operations in most years.  

3. After reviewing the results of our previous research, and in light of the relevant information found within the context of the study, there is ample evidence for making important, significant changes to our operating procedures. 

4. After taking numerous classes in physics, we believe that the method of scientific investigation is nothing but the expression of the necessary mode of the working of the human mind. 

5. There is ample reason to believe that the extent of Reagan’s control over his staff was of a limited range in the last couple years of his Presidency. 

6. In the following experiment, we used the feline cell line, which we shall now call “W9,” to evaluate cell growth – rapid or restricted – in the presence of the growth factor by way of an isolated control group within the study.
7. During the fourth procedure, through several different steps and within the conditions described above, we cultured the cells for 48 hours in media that we modified with 78, 80, 90, and 110 ng/mL BMP.
8. At 48 hours, the harvested cells from the cell culture dish were counted by us in order to make the best use of the hemocytometer.
9. After completing the recommended setup steps, the experiment at this organization was conducted with an increased basal rate, within the suggested NIH parameters, with a double bolus.

